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Kristallnacht and Antifa
Introduction 
Kristallnacht was a night of war against the Jewish community. During this “Night of the Broken Glasses," the Jews suffered in the hands on the Nazis. The Nazi minister for public enlightenment and propaganda immediately took advantage of the murder their low-level German diplomatic official and provoked the Nazis waged war against the Jews. The Nazis saw the war as a way of avenging the murder of one of their own. The Jews were gathered by the Nazis and taken to concentration camps where they were kept for several months. These concentration camps had been built by the Nazi to hold the prisoners, the Jews as well as those who were suspected of collaborating with the Jews. 
The Jews were later released from these camps once they promised to leave Germany. The Nazis were found in all the European Countries, and they were heirs of the ancient tradition of Jew-hatred and religion rivalry; hence the idea execution of the Jews was not new. They launched an attack on the Jews as a way of avenging the assassination of their diplomatic official. When they decided to carry out the mass destruction, they had allies in all the countries they had control over. They exalted war, rejected morality and viewed war as a powerful engine for human progress. 
The Nazis had killed many anti-capitalists and social legislators while the others had died in the emergence of war. Those who were suspected of collaborating with the Jews were also casualties of the war. Even though the Jews were the victims of the war, they were still blamed for the war and were ordered to pay a fine. Germany's socialist labor movement started gathering groups of individuals and launched Antifa, a movement that was fighting against was fighting against the oppression of the Jews and supported the victims of abuse. They also helped other anti-fascists who were targeted by fascists. They also raised funds for those who were injured during the war and for the prisoners who were arrested during Anti-fascism activities. 
The size and composition of the Antifa groups varied throughout Reich. These groups moved into four different zones and created a relationship with the existing local power. They were focused on going after the Nazi criminals and underground Nazi supporters. They also tended to various general concerns the general population was facing. This paper will, therefore, explain the brief history Kristallnacht as well as the history of Antifa and its evolution through time. 
Kristallnacht
Kristallnacht that also refers to “The Night of the Broken Glass” is an event that happened on the night of November 9 and 10, 1938 when the German Nazi unleashed genocide against the Jewish people in Germany and its neighboring states. Kristallnacht was a representation of a substantial growth of a political campaign that was founded in 1933 to evict Germany of its Jewish population. It took place as soon as Hitler became the chancellor. This act of mass murder occurred throughout Germany, seized Australia and in some places in the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia currently occupied by the German officers.
 The event was named “The Night of the Broken Glass” because of the shattered glass that littered the streets after the Jewish property, schools, businesses, and homes were vandalized and destroyed during the violence. The Nazis described their actions as a reasonable and natural response of the German population for the murder of German diplomatic official, Ernst Vom Rath. Rath was shot outside the German embassy by a 17-year-old Jewish teenage boy as retaliation for the exile of his parents from Hanover to Poland by the Nazis. They used this assassination of their diplomatic official as an excuse to wage war on the Jewish community. Hitler attended Rath’s funeral and immediately the minister for public enlightenment and propaganda, Joseph Goebbels, exploited the event of the murder to provoke his supporters into killing the Jews.
The violence which was as a result of fury and it started in the late hours November 9 and continued during the day of November 10, and in some areas, it proceeded for more than a day. The Nazis burnt down or otherwise vandalized hundreds of the thousands of the Jewish homes, hospitals and schools. Jewish properties were damaged if not totally destroyed. The riots continued for two days across Germany.
 The windows of the Jewish stores were broken, and synagogues were burnt down. The Jews who tried to put out the fires or defend their properties were arrested. The German police officers and the Nazi officials were strictly instructed not to do anything as the riots raged and buildings torched. The police officers were ordered not to intervene in these mass destructions. Firefighters were however allowed to put out blazes that threatened the non-Jew owned possessions only. During the massacre, some 30,000 Jewish males were gathered and moved to concentration camps (Dachau, Buchenwald, and Sachsenhausen) and approximately 100 Jews were murdered that night. In the face of all the suffering and deprivation in the hands of the Nazis, some Jews including entire families, committed suicide. These concentration camps were specially built to keep the political prisoners, the Jews and other perceived enemies of the Nazi state. Some of the Jews in these camps died due to the harsh living conditions while others were killed.
This anomalous violence against the Jews created international outrage. Some countries broke off their diplomatic relations in protest. However, this action did not affect the Nazis and they were inclined to believe that they will not face any legal action for mass murder. The American president, Franklin Roosevelt on November 15 strongly rebuked the violence against the Jews Germany. Despite the violence condemnation by Roosevelt, the United States declined to ease the immigration restrictions that prevented a large number of German-Jew from seeking refuge in America. This was due to fear that the Nazi infiltrators would legally settle in America. They were afraid that the Nazi perpetrators of war might move in as victims of war and stir conflict in the United States. 
After the Kristallnacht, the Nazi regime held the German- Jewish community held responsible for the damages, and they ordered the Jewish community to pay 1 billion Reichsmark (approximately 400 million dollars in 1938) as an atonement tax. The German government took all the property that the Jews had and they as well denied the Jews their insurance money as repayment for the damages. The anti-Jewish laws and decrees were as well rapidly enacted. The Jews were barred from schools on November 15 and curfews were imposed by local authorities late that month. The Jews could no longer own businesses, or even the doctors were not allowed to practice. They were only allowed to treat their fellow Jews only. The Jews were banned from most public places including public schools and hospitals in Germany by December.
Antifa
Antifa is an abbreviation for anti-fascism or anti-fascist. It is a movement that started hundreds of years ago to fight fascism. This movement was comprised of a group of people whose political belief leaned far left but did not conform with the Democratic Party platform. They support the victims of oppression and protest against oppression and sometimes they may deploy military tactics to get their message across. The Antifas believe that the elites are in control of the government and hence need violence to bring the power to an end. They need to rise and stand against racism. Some Antifa groups date the origins of their movements to fights against fascists in the 1920s and 1930s in Germany, Spain, and Italy. 
Antifa languished once fascism diminished after World War II. But in the 1970s and 19800s, neo-Nazi skinheads began to infiltrate Britain’s punk scene. Neo-Nazism gained prominence in Germany after the fall of the Berlin wall and this led to the rise of anarchists and young leftists.  They strongly argue that the Nazis would not have succeeded in ruling German if the Jew had assertively fought against them. They believe that the Jews would not have been the victims of the war if they had fought harder for their freedom. The Anti- Fascist Action was among the first Antifa groups that were challenging and opposing fascism in Germany. It was a militant group founded in the United Kingdom. This group pursued the Nazi criminals who were perpetrators of war and put them down. 
[bookmark: _Hlk8568357]The Antifa activists had activities and goals that they worked towards achieving. The first objective was to track down the white nationalists, Far Right and any fascist movement. The Antifa groups were expected to track down the fascist groups and organizations in their areas. This included collecting vital information about what the fascist groups were doing, evaluate their plans and the key players as well as the active participants. Once the data was verified to be accurate and correct, it was periodically released in a publicly available format. Another Antifa's mission was to build a historical progression between different generations. They also intended to build a self-defense mechanism for the victims of oppression as required around the world over time. 
 The Antifas were even opposing the public Far Right Organizations. They organized counter-demonstrations if the National Socialist Movement or Far Right held a public rally. They countered outreach campaigns and took down posters and campaign stickers and put up their own. They also supported other anti-fascists who were targeted by fascists or were arrested for Antifa related activities. This included supporting regional groups and organizations as well as organized fundraising meetings and benefits for prisoners and their fellow injured activists. 
Antifa has progressively evolved over the years, and today, the Antifa activists are no longer unified. Anyone today can claim to Antifa activist and form a local group of activists. These groups have a loose collection of local individuals. The Antifas started harassing the fascist using both online platforms and real-life encounters. They have aligned themselves with groups such as Black Lives Matter (Antifa collaborates with it frequently), Anti-Racist Action, Immigrant movements, Refugee movements, Rojava solidarity work as well as Showing up for Racial Justice. 
Most established corporations condemn the tactics that the Antifa activists use as counterproductive and dangerous because their presence at protests is intended to subdue and discourage racists, but some Antifa uses violent courses of action that can create a vicious, self-defeating cycle of attacks and blame. The current political climate increases the chances of violent confrontations at rallies and protests. Antifa has expanded its definition of fascism to include the white supremacists and other extremists. They advocate violence and “don’t apologize” when violence breaks out in rallies. They also have a culture of non-cooperation with law enforcement. If one decides to work with the police or any other law enforcement agency, they are no longer regarded to as anti-fascists.  
Antifa has acquired new eminence after the Obama era. The Antifas disrupt their opponent's meeting and rallies by discouraging them and using force. This movement is very secretive and is made up of private members and specific troops and thus making it hard to determine the people who are funding it. The Antifa groups have one unifying feature; tracking and countering fascists and white supremacists. Each local Antifa group, however, decides what cause of action they choose to take to fight due to lack of hierarchy.
San Jose PD-TRUMP RALLY 2006 SAN JOSE CA
The Case
This was a case that was brought by the attendees of the political rally for Donald Trump who was attacked by anti-Trump protesters as they attempted to leave the rally. The police were aware that violence by anti-Trump Protesters had started at the Trump rallies and they took long to respond to it.
 Additional police force fitted with riot gear were called. Zero tolerance approach was supposed to be implemented to disrupt the violence, but instead, the City Defendants instructed all the officers to stand by and not to intervene but watch as the attacks occurred. The attendees claimed that the police officers observed as they were assaulted and harassed by the anti-Trump protesters. Significant to this appeal, the attendees allege that the officers led them to the mob violent protesters that were outside the convention. They also denied them passage through the safe exits.
The panel held that based on the allegations in the operative complaint, the attendees alleged sufficiently that the police officers increased the danger to them by directing them into a crowd of violent protesters and the police officers acted with deliberate indifference to that danger. The police officers were denied qualified immunity by the district court. The officers were held liable for the injuries that Trump's supporters suffered in the hands of Antifa. The attendees' claim against the city; on the other hand, the panel declined to exercise their jurisdiction over it because it was not unavoidably intertwined with the qualified immunity issue.
How the case relates to the Kristallnacht and Antifa
The rally began as a peaceful protest in San Jose, but it rapidly descended into violence on Thursday night just like the Nazis attacked the Jews on November 9 and 10 night. The case is related to the Kristallnacht in that the anti-Trump protesters acted were the extremists who were assaulted by the Antifas during the rally. They attacked Trump’s rally and assaulted and harassed the attendees. The attack on the rally was a counter-demonstration by the Antifa activists. They jumped on the cars, pelted Trump’s supporters with eggs and water balloons, snatched signs and stole hats off the supporter’s heads before burning the hats just like the Antifa in the early years took down posters and campaign stickers of the fascists. 
One of Trump supporters was struck hard on the side of the head as he was walking away from the group of protesters. Trump’s supporters were the victims of violence in this case. He was severely injured and was left with blood streaming down his head onto his shirt the anti-Trump protesters had support from the police officers who barred the supporters from using safer exits. The police officers stood by watching people being assaulted just like the officers during Nazism who did not intervene during the war. They harassed the supporters and were engaged in a wave of property destruction during the rally. They extended their definition of fascism to Trump’s supporters, and they used violence. For progressives, Donald Trump is not just another Republican president. According to a Suffolk poll, seventy-six percent of Democrats consider him racist, and according to YouGov survey, 71 percent of Democrats agreed that his campaign contained "fascist undertones." 
Conclusion 
From this paper, the Jews suffered during the Kristallnacht. The Nazi prime minister of propaganda used Vom Rath’s assassination as an excuse to launch an attack on the Jewish people. They were rounded into concentration camps, and some of them were killed while hundreds of them were injured during that night. Other Jews and families committed suicide due to suffering. Their properties, schools, synagogues, and homes were fatally destroyed. Those who tried to defend their properties were arrested. The aftermath of the "Night of the Broken Glass" was even worse on the Jews. The Jews were blamed for the occurrence of this pogrom and yet they were the victims. They were ordered to pay an atonement tax.
 The Nazis also took their properties and insurance money as payback. A series of laws were also implemented that further dehumanized the Jews. The Jews were prohibited from attending public places and schools and universities. The Jews could no longer own businesses, and Jewish doctors were only allowed to practice; they were to treat the other Jews only. The rise of the Antifa activists was a significant relief to the Jews even though they were a little late. They hunted the Nazi criminals and supported the casualties of the war. During Nazism, they played a significant role in fighting fascism. 
They opposed fascists and organized counter-demonstrations of Far-Right Rallies. The modern Antifa activists have however lost the true definition of fighting fascism. They have turned out to be the perpetrators of violence and harassing people. They had turned out to be exactly what those who came before them were opposing. The modern Antifa activists are recommended to carefully manage their online presence since some are using the platforms to start violence. They should also advise against the Antifa groups being organized in public because of the risk of infiltration. They attacked Trump's rally, and a lot of people were injured. They attacked the rally because they believe Trump is racist. The police did not help those victims, but they exposed them to more danger by barring them from using safer exits. The Kristallnacht was a dreadful night for the Jews, and it marked a significant turning point in their lives. The Nazis turned their lives into a living hell even though the Antifa activists helped them fight fascism.
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